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Students express mixed reactions to online housing lottery
RONAN ELLIOTT
NEWS ASSISTANT

The 2019 Kenyon housing lottery will draw to a close on April 23, marking the end
of the school’s first all-digital housing selection process. Despite the school’s push toward modernity, some students report that the lottery remains as frustrating as
ever.
“It’s horrible. Everything’s taken,” Catherine Gonzalez ’22 said, scrolling
through housing options on a laptop. “We didn’t have this kind of stress
[coming into Kenyon]. Everything was just given to us.”
Bridget Molnar ’22 also finds the lottery stressful, but feels that the
online system adds some sense of control. “I like that we can compare
the rooms to a list online, and look at the dimensions,” she said. “It
gives me some solace.”
The new system is powered by a website called Residence. Earlier in the month, the Office of Residential Life sent a StudentInfo email containing a 10-page document explaining how to
use the website, as well as a phone number students could call
for assistance. Using Residence, students can search for rooms,
make lists of favorites and form housing groups with friends.
Kenyon’s pre-housing options — which include theme
housing, substance-free housing and medical and religious accommodations — do not use Residence, and are still done via
an application process. This becomes especially important as
the number of students using pre-housing options increases.
This year, nearly a third of Kenyon students opted out of the
lottery process; this was due in part to an extension of the substance-free housing program.
“We expanded it this year to include both market apartments,
and then the ninth and eighth floor of Caples,” Train said. “We were
able to fill them all, which, to be honest, surprised me. We actually
had a waitlist; we had more people than what we had spaces for.”
Train expects that in the future, the housing lottery website will include options for accessibility and substance-free housing, among others. “Since this was our first time doing it, we wanted to make sure we didn’t
spread ourselves too thin trying to do too much right away,” Train said. “Next
year we’re hoping to incorporate the pre-housing into the online process.”
Despite the novelty of the new system, many students find it easier to navigate. Dani
Martinez ’21 prefers the online lottery, but wishes it had come with a more comprehensive guide. “They just kind of sent us a PDF, like ‘Here you go,’” Martinez said. “There
wasn’t enough information. But it was pretty user-friendly, once you got into it.”

CAMERON MESSINIDES

Echosmith announced
as headliner for Sendoff
ELLIE KLEE
NEWS ASSISTANT

At 10 p.m. Monday night, dozens of students tuned in to WKCO
to hear Social Board announce the
musical acts for this year’s Summer
Sendoff: Grammy Award-winning
producer Zaytoven will open for
headliner Echosmith, a pop group
best known for their 2013 hit, “Cool
Kids.”
Monday’s announcement came
just under two weeks before Sendoff, which falls on April 26. Holdups
in contract negotiations with Echosmith led to the delayed announcement date, according to Ashley Rastetter, assistant director of student
engagement. This makes it the latest
Sendoff artist announcement since at
least 2014.
Students had time to speculate
about who the acts might be, from
Akon to A$AP Rocky to Macklemore. Early Monday afternoon, the
Kenyon Thrill reported that Echo-

smith would play at Sendoff. Social
Board’s Instagram account posted
three purple tiles soon afterward, implementing a promotional technique
used for streaming service TIDAL
and 2017’s Fyre Festival. Captions
for each tile asked students to listen
to WKCO for the official announcement that night.
Jacob Adams ’19, who was in the
WKCO studio during the broadcast, expressed excitement about
Zaytoven’s performance. “I love his
music, I love his producing work …
I want him to be my buddy,” Adams
said. “The other band [Echosmith], I
don’t have any opinion of.”
Zaytoven has worked with acts
such as Migos, Usher and Future and
released his latest album GloToven
on March 15. Echosmith released a
single, “Favorite Sound,” on March
8 of this year, but has not released an
album since their debut with Talking
Dreams in 2013. The trio of siblings
hails from southern California.

Conference covers intersectionality and environmental issues

page 3

EZRA MOGUEL

Pit tourists find construction of the new library is on schedule

page 6

Student bands showcase talent at annual WKCO concert event

page 7

ZACH HOLLANDER

Kenyon alum band Remember Sports returns to play Horn show

page 7

2

Thursday, April 18 | kenyoncollegian.com

AVI to offer nitro iced coffee
twice a month next semester
DAISY DOW
STAFF WRITER

Starting in the fall, students will be able
to begin their days with a little extra caffeine.
Peirce Dining Hall will offer nitrogen-infused
coffee, otherwise known as nitro coffee, twice
a month, on a first-come, first-served basis
to early risers who want to experiment with
Peirce’s new breakfast addition.
This cold-brew coffee includes three times
as much caffeine as an equivalent serving of
coffee. Through their partnership with Crimson Cup Coffee and Tea, AVI hopes to purchase a kegerator to set up in the salad area of
the servery where students can pick up a cup
while the supply lasts.
Now able to direct his attention away from
bankrolling replacement plates and cups, AVI
Resident Director Christopher Wisbey is catering new additions to students’ tastes and
maintaining AVI’s efforts to encourage locally sourced food. According to AVI’s website, 42 percent of the food served in Peirce is
locally sourced.

In the future, Wisbey hopes to offer students guided tours of some of Peirce’s suppliers, including the Crimson Cup in Columbus.
This addition to the servery is made possible thanks to students’ efforts to keep Peirce
cups and dishes within the building, according to Wisbey. “The idea was, if we can stop
dishes from leaving Peirce, I have money to
put back into the program,” he said. “This
year has been awesome — we only ordered
dishes one time.” According to a Sept. 13 article from the Collegian, the budget for utensils
this year was $35,000.
Wisbey is confident that he should be
able to purchase the $1,500 kegerator with
his budget for next semester. “Because I have
this money that I’m saving, I can do different
things for the students,” he said.
Additionally, Wisbey hinted that, in the
next two to three weeks, another “surprise” is
in store for students. As the school year comes
to a close, students can keep an eye out for a
new and permanent addition to the servery,
though he wants to keep the details of the surprise a secret for the time being.

CORRECTIONS
In the April 11 article “Professorship loses lease to Thomas House,” the Collegian ran a photo of the
incorrect house. The article also gave the incorrect location of the house. Thomas House is located near
the North Campus Apartments, not behind Bexley Hall.
In the April 11 article “Beloved college cat Moxie ‘fills a need’ on Kenyon campus,” the Collegian
mistakenly stated that Alexandra Kanovsky ’19 lives in an Acland apartment. She actually lives in a
Morgan.
The Collegian regrets these errors.

Paid Advertisement

Fifteen students attend an interest meeting for the Kenyon Republicans, which has
not been active on campus since late 2016, in Peirce Pub on April 9. | BEN NUTTER

On hiatus since 2016, Kenyon
Republicans club reinstated
ELLIE KLEE
NEWS ASSISTANT

For the first time since 2016, the
Kenyon Republicans student organizations is returning to campus. Student Council unanimously approved
the revival of the club in a meeting on
Sunday night.
Club president Nat Henry ’20
hopes that the group will serve as a
venue for civil discussion of Republican values. Next year he plans to host
speakers, watch debates, hold fundraisers and collaborate with the Kenyon Democrats.
“There should be a club like this
already, but everyone’s afraid to be
made fun of or hated on … but I really don’t care what people think,” said
Henry. “This is just a place to talk
about politics and the right side [of
the political spectrum], which wasn’t
happening here.”
An interest meeting in Peirce Pub
on April 9 drew about 15 students,
and Henry says more than 30 people
have expressed an interest in joining
the club.
Luke Mukai ’19, who was the secretary of the old Kenyon Republicans
club, was surprised at the size of the
crowd. According to him, the former
group totaled six members before
President Donald Trump’s election.
Mukai blamed the organization’s
breakup on Trump.
“I don’t want it to be Trump club,”

Henry said of the group’s revival. “I
don’t want it to be a club for fighting
and arguing. That’s not reasonable …
I don’t want to piss people off.”
Henry emphasized that people of
any political affiliation may come to
club meetings as long as their behavior is respectful. Many students who
attended the interest meeting said
that they were looking forward to
hearing diverse opinions.
Henry cited an ongoing Niche.
com poll in which 75 percent of Kenyon students described the campus
as politically liberal. A further 19 percent of students described it as “Progressive/very liberal” and six percent
chose “Moderate.” Sixty-four percent
of students associated themselves
with the Democratic party.
“A real problem at Kenyon is that
there is no dialogue,” Henry said.
“People here obviously don’t see a
lot of Republicans in a positive light.
I think it’s because they don’t know
[that] people they already know are
Republican, or they just don’t know
any. If you don’t have contact with
people with other beliefs, [then] it’s
going to be misconstrued what they’re
actually like.”
The organization plans to hold its
first official meeting before the end
of the semester. At the meeting, students will review the club’s constitution and discuss ideas for the future.
All are welcome to attend.
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All residences Conference focused on environmental justice
to stay open
during breaks
BETÜL AYDIN
NEWS EDITOR

RONAN ELLIOTT
NEWS ASSISTANT

In previous years, students electing to spend their vacations at Kenyon
have sometimes been forced to leave
their dorms. Due to Kenyon’s limited
options for “break housing,” certain
residences were declared off-limits to
anyone on campus during break. Now,
following a pilot program this March,
all housing will be considered “break
housing,” eliminating the need for students to find new places to live.
“Every break, having students have
to move to another space, I know
causes anxiety for them,” Lisa Train,
associate director of housing and operations, said. “You feel safe in your space
because you know your space. Having
to move to another space is not ideal.”
There are also logistical concerns:
Students with emotional support animals have had trouble finding housing
where those animals are permitted, and
students whose friends are unwilling to
lend their rooms have often had nowhere convenient to go.
“We had two rooms in Mather,”
Train said, describing one arrangement
for students lacking break housing.
“There was basically four bunk beds in
there. You could possibly be living with
seven other people for break. And that’s
not ideal.”
The primary reason for designated
break housing has been security. With
so few students on campus, Campus
Safety benefited from having them
consolidated in select buildings. To
address this, the Office of Residential
Life (ResLife) has arranged to expand
the area patrolled by safety officers.
They’ve also begun training students
to act as “break workers” — short-term
Community Advisors (CAs) who fulfill
limited CA duties.
“Students — especially international
students who do not go home — were
able to have a job for a couple weeks
over break,” Train said. “They’re not
doing the typical CA things, [such as]
roommate mediation; they’re just the
eyes and ears to report if there’s problems they’re seeing in the residence
halls.”
Increasing the number of open residences creates other challenges. Some
buildings don’t feature kitchens, which
makes it difficult for students to cook
food, given that Peirce Dining Hall
closes during breaks.
To solve this problem, ResLife is
opening up the kitchens in certain
buildings to students living elsewhere.
The kitchens in Bushnell and Manning
will be open to students living nearby,
as will the facilities in the Myer Art
Center (commonly known as the “Art
Barn”).
So far, ResLife has received positive feedback regarding the changes.
Train is unsurprised. “I think students
were happy that they weren’t having to
scramble to try to talk friends into letting them stay in their rooms,” she said.

On Saturday, Kenyon hosted the third annual Community for Climate Conference.
The event was sponsored by Intersect Environmental Community Organizing (IntersectECO), a student-led, grassroots organization with the mission of inspiring students to
“embody intersectional environmental stewardship.” Centered around a theme of environmental justice, the programming ran from
the morning to late afternoon in Peirce Dining Hall and the Science Quad.
Emma Garschagen ’19, one of the students
who helped organize the conference, said that
they picked this theme because of its broad
scope. “We decided on environmental justice
because I think we felt like it could encapsulate
these different sorts of speakers we wanted to
bring and I think it also just tackles in intersectionality head-on, in a way that I think we
had to do here,” she said. “I think our speakers did a really great job of that and showcasing how broad it is and how many people it
touches.”
The past two years, the event was held at
Denison University. Co-founder of IntersectECO Summer Aldred, who is also a senior
at Denison, approached Garschagen in September and asked her if students at Kenyon
would be interested in hosting the conference
this year. The two had met at previous conferences.
Garschagen replied with a tentative yes,
and after sending an all-student email asking students to come to an interest meeting,
a group of students from multiple organizations started putting together the conference
in October.
Since IntersectECO places an emphasis on
approaching environmental issues with an intersectional perspective, Garschagen thought
that it would be especially important to include students of different backgrounds and
reached out to various clubs, particularly ones
oriented in activism.
Several different organizations across
campus helped coordinate the event, including Environmental Campus Organization,
the Office of Green Initiatives, Students of Caribbean Ancestry and Men of Color. Director
of Green Initiatives Dave Heithaus ’99 and R.
Todd Ruppert Associate Professor of Interna-

Over 100 students attended the conference. | COURTESY OF HADLEY SEYMOUR

tional Studies Steve Van Holde, who also led a
workshop at the conference, were among the
faculty members who supported the students.
The conference started with a keynote
speech by Melina Abdullah, chair of the department of Pan-African Studies at California
State University, Los Angeles, and a co-founder of the Los Angeles chapter of Black Lives
Matter. During her speech, “Black Mamas
and A Different Environmental Justice Movement,” she talked about the different forms
environmental activism can take. She started
by asking the audience to close their eyes and
picture what they think an environmentalist
look like. Several students responded and they
all imagined an educated, rich white woman.
“I think that the mainstream environmental movement has done a terrible job at really
engaging from an underlying justice perspective,” she said. “This ideas that environmentalists are only white women who drive Subarus
and eat granola … is a falsehood, it is an appropriation.”
There were over 100 students in attendance on Saturday. Around 30 of the participants were visiting from several other schools,
including Denison University, the College of
Wooster, Cleveland State University and Me-

dina High School.
Taajudeen Davis ’19, one of the students
who helped organize the conference, hopes
the attendees realized that environmental issues affect everyone. “We picked environmental justice to reach out to a broader array of individuals and show that the fight for a better
climate is a fight for everyone on this earth,”
he said. “I was just really struck by [Abdullah’s] realistic approach to environmental justice and just how candid she was in the way
that she speaks, because I think that’s something that oftentimes lacks in conversations or
climates based in academia on social justice
and things like that.”
Garschagen also noted that she hopes students are more comfortable talking about
these issues and that the conference helped
them realize how intersectional environmental issues can be. “I hope that it's something
that has more tangibility now and there’s faces
and stories to connect to it,” she said. “I think
something beautiful about the day is that there
was a lot of storytelling, and it happened kind
of naturally, but a lot of the speakers really utilized that in their talks. So I hope people have
a better understanding of it and have a better
ability to talk about it.”

Bomb survivor details experience, life story
BETÜL AYDIN
NEWS EDITOR

Shigeko Sasamori was only 14 years
old when an atomic bomb exploded two
miles away from her in Hiroshima, Japan. On April 11, she visited Kenyon
and shared her life story to a rapt audience in the Gund Gallery’s Community
Foundation Theater.
At the event, sponsored by the Department of Modern Languages and
Literatures, Sasamori maintained a
conversational and personal tone. She
described the audience as her “grandchildren” and said that she chose to talk
standing up instead of sitting behind a
table because she wanted to see everyone in the audience.
Sasamori started by describing
August 6, 1945 — the day the bomb
dropped — as a beautiful, normal day.
She remembers hearing a plane f lying
above and looking up to a blue sky to

admire the shining aircraft. Just minutes later, she heard a loud explosion
and felt a strong force.
“I don't know how long I was unconscious. When I became conscious, I
looked around but I could not hear or
feel anything. It was very dark; I could
not see anything,” Sasamori said. She
found herself surrounded by hundreds
of injured people. Looking at the direction of the river, there was no sign of
water; she only saw f loating bodies.
The first thing she heard when she
regained her hearing was a baby’s cry.
Barely standing and not knowing what
to do, Sasamori tried walking back
home.
That day, Sasamori suffered severe
burns, and the radiation also caused
intestinal cancer. She later came to
America for treatment as one of the Hiroshima Maidens — a group of 25 Japanese women who were school-age when
they were injured because of the atomic

bomb.
Sasamori has used her story ever
since to advocate against the use of
such violent weapons. In 2008, she was
a panelist on the Treaty of Nonproliferation of Nuclear Weapons at the United
Nations. During her talk at Kenyon, she
stressed the importance of communication and storytelling in advocating for
denuclearization.
She also expressed her desire for
the younger generation to work toward
world peace by urging governments to
avoid using destructive weapons.
When an audience member asked if
she ever received a formal apology from
the American government, Sasamori
noted that she didn’t want one. “Instead
of an apology, let’s do something so the
same thing doesn’t happen again,” she
said. “We have to be all together.”
At the end of the hour, she received
a standing ovation from an audience
touched by her story.
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Global Kenyon: Kenyon raises $2,500 for AIDS Walk Ohio
Sudan’s Bashir
ousted in coup
KAYLEIGH MCCOY
STAFF WRITER

TOMMY JOHNSON
NEWS ASSISTANT

Three decades ago, a military coup d’etat led by Sudanese brigadier Omar al-Bashir ousted Prime Minister Sadiq al-Mahdi and his democratically elected
government. On April 11, the Sudanese military removed Bashir from office in another coup. This move
highlights the uncertainty that the Sudanese people
now face as they continue their decades-long push for
a civilian-led government.
For Andrew Hart, visiting professor of political science, the protests and the coup weren’t surprising, given the long history of mass demonstrations and unrest
in the country. On the other hand, he noted that it is
hard to determine why the coup happened last week in
particular.
“A lot of this has to do with deep, deep dissatisfaction by people who live in Sudan for what it’s like to live
in Sudan,” he said.
The mass demonstrations that this coup followed
were sparked by a sudden rise in the cost of living in
December 2018. These protests created a favorable environment for a coup by placing pressure on the Bashir
regime, according to Hart. “I think of it as structural
forces mixed with the more unpredictable. We can see
the mechanisms at work; we have trouble understanding why they happen now,” Hart said.
On Monday, Al-Arabiya reported that the African
Union threatened to suspend Sudan if the military
failed to hand power over to civilians by the end of the
month.
After Bashir — who analysts suspect is currently
under house arrest — was removed from power, Lt.
Gen. Ahmad Awad Ibn Auf, defense minister and vice
president, declared himself the head of state. The military regime dissolved the National Legislature and imposed a strict 10 p.m. curfew.
Auf announced that the military government would
rule for a two-year transitional period. Demonstrators
calling for civilian government in Sudan continued to
protest, and the new government soon reversed its position, announcing on Friday that they will shorten the
length of their rule to as brief as a month if they are able
to negotiate a civilian government. Additionally, Auf
stepped down and Lt. Gen. Abdel Fattah Abdelrahman
Burhan took control. On April 14, the military council
announced that they will implement a civilian government if opposition parties can reach an agreement and
appoint a prime minister, according to the BBC.
Very little has been uncovered about either Auf or
Burhan. According to Anadolu Agency, a Turkish staterun media outlet, Burhan is a 60-year-old who fought
in the Second Sudanese Civil War, which led to South
Sudan’s declaration of independence. He has been a
commander of Sudanese forces in Yemen as well as a
military attache to China.
According to Anadolu Agency on April 13, Burhan
is the only senior military official in Sudan who does
not have a case at the International Criminal Court
(ICC), which has charged Bashir with genocide and
crimes against humanity for his actions in the country’s
Darfur region.
The sudden rise of Auf and then Burhan begs the
question of who exactly comprises the new government. Hart hopes that it becomes clear what the different factions are within the new military regime, which
might help demonstrate how it will contend with protests for a civilian government.
As protests continue and the government seeks to
consolidate its power, this is an incredibly precarious
time for Sudan according to Hart. So long as a military
council remains in control of the state, he is not optimistic about Sudan’s democratic prospects.
As the story continues to develop, it will become
clearer whether this new military council plans to extend military rule under a different leader or if it is interested in helping to create a civilian-led government.

Last Saturday, five Kenyon students
and staff members traveled to Columbus, Ohio, to participate in the 2019 Robert J. Fass AIDS Walk Ohio; this was the
first time Kenyon has participated in the
event. After two months of fundraising
by the five who attended the Walk and
five others who could not be physically
there, the team met their $2,500 goal
on the day of the Walk, when a Kenyon
parent also participating in the walk noticed the team name and donated the final $20. The overall $250,000-dollar goal
the Walk set was surpassed by $16,000,
and donations will still be accepted during this week.
Timothy Bussey, assistant director of
the Office of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion, spearheaded the initiative to form
Kenyon’s first team as part of a broader
goal of increasing campus awareness of
HIV and AIDS.
“AIDS Walk Ohio really made sense
for a lot of reasons,” Bussey said. “There
seems to have been an interest [at Kenyon] in working more with the community . . . I’ve been interested in seeing
the ways in which we can work to foster
more awareness around LGBTQ+ issues
in the broader community as well.”
Bussey also described Kenyon’s participation as a way of giving back to Equitas Health, one of the main beneficiaries of the fundraiser. Equitas Health is

Staff and students attend AIDS Walk Ohio. | COURTESY OF TIMOTHY BUSSEY

an organization that has worked with
the College to provide Knox County’s
first free gender and name change clinic,
as well as supporting the inagural Queer
and Trans Studies Conference that took
place on April 6.
Kenyon team members who attended the Walk seemed to enjoy the experience. “It was a way for me to get out
of the Kenyon bubble . . . and a simple
process to raise money for this really important cause,” Dani Martinez ’21 said.
She also noted the informational signs
displayed along the route. “I felt so much
more knowledgeable after leaving the
walk,” she said.

Toby McCabe ’21 appreciated how
inclusive and comfortable the Walk
felt. “There were so many people and so
much energy,” he said. “It was a whole
bunch of different people coming together for this one thing that they really
wanted to do together.”
Participants expressed hope that Kenyon’s participation in AIDS Walk Ohio
would become an annual tradition and
would continue to grow. “[It’s not just]
a thing that we can ignore once it becomes less popular in the media,” Martinez said. “[AIDS has] such a big stigma
. . . If you can end [that], people can actually talk about it and prevent it.”

CSAD sponsors talk on Venezuelan crisis
DAISY DOW
STAFF WRITER

On Tuesday evening, students
and professors filed into the Gund
Gallery Community Foundation
Theater to hear Moises Rendon, associate director and associate fellow
at the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) in Washington, D.C., share his insights about
the political situation in Venezuela.
Sponsored by the Center for
the Study of American Democracy (CSAD) in partnership with
the Latino/a studies program, the
event, entitled “Venezuela: Finding
a Pathway Back to Democracy,” offered Rendon a platform to answer
questions from audience members
and the discussion moderator, Assistant Director of CSAD and Assistant Professor of Political Science
Nancy Powers.
As an associate director of CSIS,
Rendon, originally from Caracas,
Venezuela, participates in thinktanks and discussions that seek to
frame policy regarding international affairs. He hopes to draw international attention to the present situation in Venezuela because, by his
prediction, approximately 8.2 million people will have f led Venezuela
between 2016 and 2020. By comparison, the Syrian crisis has produced
5.5 million refugees.
Before the discussion, Rendon
shared a short video from the CSIS
providing background on the humanitarian crisis: The authority of
President Nicolás Maduro has been
in question since his controver-

sial re-election. Since that time, 54
countries have recognized the legitimacy of Juan Guaidó who, as the
President of the National Assembly,
has adopted the position of acting
president.
Rendon mentioned the role that
external agents play on the political and economic situation. He argued that the immense effect of
Venezuelan resources and immigration ought to draw international attention, especially given the effect
of the country’s future on its Latin
American neighbors.
Visiting Assistant Professor of
History Pedro Cantisano attended
the lecture and invited Rendon to
speak in his Modern Latin America
(HIST 121) class. “Because he has access to policy-makers, to diplomats,
to politicians, to even people in the
Venezuelan diaspora, he is able to
portray the situation not only as one
that is about an economic crisis and
an authoritarian regime, but as one
also about all of those conf licting
actors on the ground,” Cantisano
said.
Despite pressure from external
forces, Venezuelans suffer the most
directly in the present crisis. Given
the intolerable conditions of nationwide blackouts and food shortages,
Rendon prioritizes the sending of
humanitarian aid. Beyond the immediate and physical needs of an
impoverished and starving populace, Rendon emphasized that the
political and economic problems
will have to be addressed if Venezuela ever hopes to regain its wealth.
“I think the efforts should, to some

extent, be focusing on helping Juan
Guaidó to get off the ground and
supporting a constitutional way out
of this crisis,” he said.
During the discussion, students
brought up that the U.S. and other
nations have recently filed sanctions on Venezuelan oil distribution
and production with the aim to increase economic pressure on Maduro. Rendon instead attributed the
current economic crisis in Venezuela to years of corrupt regimes and
funneling money.
“We know that sanctions were
not the cause of this humanitarian
crisis. I mean, again, this is a manmade crisis. This was not caused by
a hurricane or by earthquake or by
the U.S. These are man-made policies that really drove the country
towards collapse,” Rendon said.
Rachel Billings ’22, who attended Rendon’s discussion, found the
presentation relevant and timely. “I
think we do need to definitely get
some humanitarian aid [to the Venezuelan people],” she said. “I don’t
know the specifics of how they’re
working to do that, but I think it’s
definitely something that should be
talked about.”
Rendon’s presentation reminded
attendees that, given the complexities of Venezuela’s present political
turmoil and its history of authoritarian regimes, whatever solution
comes to Venezuela will mark a
turning point in the nation’s political, social and economic history.
Until major changes are enacted,
the question will remain whether or
not history will repeat itself.
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‘Wild Men’: the circus performers buried in Mount Vernon
Hiram and Barney Davis, whose headstone is pictured here, were raised in Mount Vernon. They were famous for their small stature and remarkable strength. | BEN NUTTER
DANTE KANTER
FEATURES EDITOR

On March 17, 1905, hundreds attended the funeral of
Hiram Davis, famed circus
performer, at Mound View
Cemetery in Mount Vernon.
A train had carried Davis’
body from the Massachusetts
home of his caretaker and
impresario, Mr. Warner, as
per Davis’ wishes. According
to his obituary in the Mount
Vernon Republican, many attended out of fascination with
Davis’ dwarfism. “The services were largely attended,”
wrote the Republican, “many
persons being present out of
curiosity to look upon the
body.”
Hiram Davis stood at three

feet, six inches tall, and his
younger brother, Barney, was
notably shorter. According
to multiple reports of their
performances, they were also
extraordinarily strong. During their performances, the
brothers would often lift men
who were six feet tall, or wrestle audience members.
Hiram and Barney’s parents, David and Catherine
Davis, were English. Hiram,
the older brother, was born
in England. Shortly after Hiram’s birth, the family moved
to New York before settling
in Tiverton township in Knox
County, where Barney was
born. In 1842, Catherine was
widowed, putting the family
in financial straits. According
to the Republican, a “wash-
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What is the name of the
most prized Christian
relic rescued from the
Notre Dame fire?
How many institutions of
higher education are located
in Knox County?
What percentage of Knox
County (within ten percent)
is farmland?

board peddler” — who the
newspaper identifies as M.E.
Warner, but in others sources
is called “Lyman Warner” —
approached Catherine. Warner made an offer to purchase
the siblings, who were 15 and
17 at the time, as a circus attraction. Catherine accepted.
Although the identity (and
given name) of Warner is ambiguous, he was instrumental
in the Davis brothers’ career
as the “Wild Men of Borneo,”
a traveling exhibit in which
the brothers wore furs and
were instructed to speak in
“gibberish languages” in order to impersonate the Dayak natives of the Indonesian
island of Borneo. The Davis
brothers’ success was largely
due to the prevalence of xeno-

phobic and ableist attitudes in
the United States at the time.
The brothers’ dwarfism is
well documented, but their
cognitive ability is still a
point of contention. While
most sources state that the
brothers were “mentally disabled,” the rarely cited article
in the Mount Vernon Republican, which referenced interviews Hiram’s relatives, says
that the brothers were “bright
mentally.”
The brothers performed
across the United States, including showman P.T. Barnum’s American Museum
in Manhattan, which would
eventually burn down, boiling
two whales alive. They also
toured extensively in Europe,
particularly England, Germa-

ny and France. By the end of
their lives, the brothers had
collectively earned $200,000
from their performances, a
massive sum for the 19th century. After their separation,
the brothers initially maintained regular contact with
their mother, who remained
in Knox County until the day
of her death, either directly
or through Warner. However,
after the first couple of years,
the brothers ceased all contact beyond the sending of
checks.
Barney Davis was also buried in Mound Cemetery in
Mount Vernon after his death
in 1912. Their shared grave
can still be viewed at the cemetery, it’s headstone engraved
with the phrase “Little Men.”

Faculty Total:

Senior Total:

Junior Total:

Sophomore Total:

First-Year Total:

53

35

37

39

29

Answer

Stephen Van Holde

Jack Chase ’19

Sam Becker ’20

Chris Sewell ’21

Olivia Su ’22

The Crown of Thorns

The Crown of Thorns

The organ

Crown of Thorns

A cross

I don’t know

Three

Two

Three

Four

16

80%

70%

60%

40%

85%

Never Gonna Give
You Up. (You’ve been
Rickrolled!)

Baby Shark

Old Town Road

Old Town Road

Despacito

3

0

3

1

1

Weekly Scores
Three

86%

Which song is currently
Old Town Road, feat.
number one on the Billboard
Billy Ray Cyrus
Top 100?
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Students get a rare look at West Quad project’s construction
SOPHIE KRICHEVSKY
STAFF WRITER

Last Friday afternoon, a tour
of 11 students entered the abyss
that is the West Quad Project.
As they followed Kenyon Construction Project Manager, Seth
Millam, into what students lovingly call “The Pit,” each student
donned a bright yellow vest, safety goggles, a purple hard hat and
a sense of their excitement and
curiosity.
Friday’s group was the first
in a series of West Quad Project tours in the coming months.
The decision to open tours to the
student body arose after Student
Council Buildings and Grounds
Committee Chair Nathan Grosh ’19 asked Millam to take the
Committee on the tour earlier
this semester.
“It is really enjoyable to see
the construction, but I thought
it was most interesting to meet
and talk to the dedicated and
passionate construction workers and managers who are there,”
said Grosh. “I think Seth realized the value of letting students
understand the progress going
on and for [students] to begin
to take ownership of the [West
Quad] construction.”
Millam agreed. “It’s nice to
get out with students, faculty
and staff to see their reactions

Students on a tour of the pit led by Seth Millam, construction project manager | EZRA MOGUEL

and excitement regarding the
project,” he said. “Truly the tours
are a motivator and a pleasant reminder as to why we’re building
the project in the first place.”
Students did not know what to
expect when they entered the pit,
but were intrigued nonetheless.
“I wanted to see what was happening behind the wall,” Georgie Lellman ’20 said. Ezra Moguel ’21 added, “It seemed like it
would be a fun opportunity.”

The first thing the group saw
upon entering the pit was one
completed wall of the library’s
lower levels on the eastern side.
According to Millam, this wall is
30 feet high. With the northern
library wall about halfway done,
Millam expects all four underground library walls to be completed by late April or early May,
thus keeping the library project
on track for its July 2020 completion date.

Leading scholar of Ottoman
history ’77 returns to campus
SUTTON AMTHOR
STAFF WRITER

When Beshara Doumani ’77 came to Kenyon in 1973, he had only been living in the
United States for three years and he didn’t
know what to expect. “I didn’t know what
a liberal arts college was. I was not well-informed,” he said.
As time went on, he didn’t become much
more comfortable. He was the only Arab student at Kenyon, and one of very few minority
students. His memories of Middle Path are
far from the peaceful pictures in Kenyon’s
advertisements: “It happened several times
that I would be walking down Middle Path
and somebody would shout out of the window, ‘Go back home where you came from,
you f—ing Arab.’ That was not unusual.”
Doumani, now the Director of Middle
East Studies at Brown University and a leading scholar of Ottoman and modern Middle
East history, received a much different reception to Kenyon during his visit last Thursday,
when faculty and students alike welcomed
him to campus.
Doumani gave a lecture sponsored by the
Department of Asian and Middle East Studies, hosted a question-and-answer session
about the Israel-Palestine conflict, visited
Associate Professor of History Nurten KilicSchubel’s Ottoman Empire class (HIST 258)
and talked with many students and faculty
about his work and his story.
Doumani’s scholarship has made a huge
impact on Middle Eastern studies. “He challenged some of the social theories and mod-

els that scholars used when they were trying to make sense of Ottoman and Middle
Eastern societies,” Kilic-Schubel said. Rather
than focusing on sultans and the movements
of empires, as previous Ottoman historians
had done, Doumani’s work emphasizes ordinary people and small societal changes. In
his work he makes a conscious effort to subvert assumptions — which pervade Western
scholarship on the Middle East — that the
Middle East is exotic and uncivilized.
Despite Doumani’s prominent position
as a groundbreaking scholar and academic,
it seemed that few people at Kenyon remembered that he once was a student here — until
this was rediscovered by another Palestinian
student, Qossay Alsattari ’15.
In her Ottoman history class, KilicSchubel assigned a reading from Doumani,
but she didn’t know he was Palestinian or a
Kenyon alumnus. When Alsattari told her
these things about Doumani, it changed the
way Kilic-Schubel approached her class.
“I always [say] that Qossay made me
aware of, deeply aware of Beshara’s work and
importance. It was a really wonderful experience,” she said.
Kilic-Schubel immediately set plans in
motion to invite Doumani to campus, and
he first came to Kenyon as a scholar in the
spring of 2014. For the first time, Doumani
felt accepted by the campus community: “I
always thought of Kenyon in the old way, not
realizing how much has changed! So, when I
came here … and I met all these wonderful
people, I felt really loved by the institution for
the first time,” he said.

At first, students seemed dubious of this date, seeing as there
were several delays in the fall
due to excavation issues. But
Millam explained that the project has not exceeded its number
of weather days set aside each
month, and that they were able
to pay the concrete company to
work more hours and have gotten back on track.
In addition to the project’s
progress, Millam noted that the

construction companies have
been environmentally conscious
throughout the project. During demolition, the construction
team was able to recycle 75 percent of the material in weight,
and thus far, have been able to recycle 90 to 95 percent of the material used in phase two. Millam
said that the goal for the project
as a whole was to recycle 75 percent of the material. The site also
has a rainwater harvesting tank
to water the grass on the parking
garage roof.
Students left the tour feeling
satisfied, informed and even excited about the construction to
come. “I really appreciated the
opportunity to go and see firsthand the new projects taking
place on campus,” Toby McCabe
’21 said. “The tour definitely
makes me appreciate the hard
work and dedication that is going into investing in Kenyon’s
future. And with so much cool
science involved, how could I not
be thrilled?”
Julia Unangst ’20 shared this
appreciation of transparency,
and was excited for what is to
come. “I can’t enjoy the finished
product, so why not enjoy the
process?” she said. After going
on this first tour, Unangst now
plans on taking the tour once
a month until she graduates to
watch the project progress.
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Alumni band Remember Sports returns to the Horn Gallery
CHAMELI BELK-GUPTA
STAFF WRITER

When Carmen Perry ’15
paused between songs to speak,
people in the crowd hushed each
other, and the room almost immediately became quiet. “It’s
never happened before that we’ve
started talking and people have
shushed other people,” Perry
said to the attentive crowd that
had been boisterously dancing
and screaming to the music of
Remember Sports only seconds
before.
Remember Sports’ concert
this past Saturday marked a
homecoming for the band that
formed at Kenyon just a few
years ago when vocalist/guitarist Perry, guitarist Jack Washburn ’16 and bassist Catherine
Dwyer ’14 were members of
PEEPS O’Kenyon together. The
band performed at Kenyon under the name SPORTS and recorded some of their first songs
for WKCO.
Three albums, one name
change and a few member shifts
later (Connor Perry, no relation to Carmen Perry, joined the
band as the drummer about two
years ago), the group returned to

the place where it all started: The
Horn Gallery.
“The Horn was a pretty huge
part of all our lives here, so it’s
nice to see it still going strong,”
Washburn said. “It feels very
special to be back. It already feels
familiar and comfortable even
though it’s been a few years.”
Perry echoed Washburn’s
sentiment. “I like looking at all
the posters upstairs. There’s a lot
of old shows we played,” she said.
“We had our very first practice
in the practice room here before
we had a name or anything.”
Remember Sports’ music is
the kind of exuberant and fiery indie-pop-punk that always
seems to ignite an audience. The
second the band started playing the crowd broke into a joyful, messy mosh pit. When the
densely packed crowd began to
boil over between songs, Perry
paused. “Are you all good with
the intensity?” she asked. The
crowd reassured her, waving her
off good-naturedly and continuing to dance with unabated fervor.
At the core of Remember
Sports’ high energy, upbeat
rhythms lies a strikingly emotional center. The band’s most

recent work, “Slow Buzz,” is in
many ways a breakup album, but
resists the sap and syrupy angst
that typically accompanies such
works. Songs like “You Can Have
Alonetime When You’re Dead”
temper the poignant, wistful
quality of its lyrics — “We spent
our whole lives wishing we were
elsewhere and / Now that we’re
gone we’re just trying to get back
there” — with brisk, invigorating pop-punk beats.
Earlier in the evening, the
set opened with Kenyon band
Mark Twang, whose indie rock
vibes set the concert’s energetic tone. Following Mark Twang
was Dehd, a Chicago-based indie rock trio whose glitter-covered guitar and smoky, retro,
punky sounds enlivened an already lively crowd. By the time
Remember Sports took the stage,
the crowd was more than ready.
Remember Sports played a
show that was filled with verve
and life from beginning to end.
“We didn’t think, going to college, that our job would be this,”
Perry said as the evening came to
a close. The cheers that followed
her statement indicated the
crowd was happy things turned
out the way they did.

Remember Sports’ lead guitarist, Jack Washburn ’16, strums away
during the alumni band’s Horn Gallery set. | ZACH HOLLANDER

At WKCO Fest, student musicians rock out under the sun
DANIEL OLIVIERI
STAFF WRITER

There were plenty of reasons to
be out in the sun last Saturday. Social Board’s Spring Fest featured food
trucks and inf latable rides on the lawn
in front of Peirce Hall and the Crow’s
Nest staged an outdoor production of
As You Like It in the field beside the
church. Meanwhile, out in front of
Old Kenyon, the Kenyon radio station
held its annual daytime concert event:
WKCO Fest.
The event was well attended, with
many people spreading out blankets
on the grass or throwing frisbees in
the shade. The concert featured performances by Kenyon student musicians and bands, including Anjelica
Carroll ‘19, headstocks, Slvdgefvck,
King Curtis, Orderbot, Three Beers
Richers, Sawyer Hinton ’19, Humility Villa and Day Moon. About the
band Slvdgefvck, Phoebe Killea ’19
said, “You can tell they’re having fun,
that’s the main thing. That’s what this
is about.”
WKCO Fest represents an opportunity for student bands to perform at
Kenyon. Outside of the Horn Gallery’s
single annual student showcase, most
bands’ only chance to perform is as
an opening act for visiting musicians.
In addition to WKCO Fest, the College radio station has held two shows
in Colburn this semester and is hoping to host another. “I’d say the goal
of WKCO Fest is to showcase student
talent because there’s so, so much of
it,” said Andrew Perelman ’18, who
worked as a sound technician for the
event. As the project manager for

Maddy Moriarty ’21, Molly Walsh ’21 and Alex Inciardi ’21, of the band Day Moon, play in front of Old Kenyon. | REILLY WEILAND

WKCO Fest, Daniela Grande ’20 arranged the event herself without administrative help. This meant arranging the list of bands, bringing out the
equipment and having sound technicians in place.
Working as a sound technician for
an event like WKCO Fest is no easy
task. Connecting and operating the
amplifiers required some last-minute

troubleshooting, which Perelman said
was both exciting and stressful. “It’s
fun that you don’t want to be having,”
he said.
In addition to the music, the event
also featured a pop-up store on Middle Path. Isak Davis ’20 and Ulysses
Yarber ’21 set up a small thrift store
in front of Hanna Residence Hall. All
proceeds from the thrift store went to

a church charity which donates money to Knox County residents in need.
“Putting something like this up, you
don’t know whether it’s going to be
successful or not, and right away people were interested and perusing the
racks,” Davis said. WKCO is hoping
to encourage more students to come
up with similar vendors at the event
next year.
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The Crow’s Nest makes theatrical debut with As You Like It

Kenyon’s newest Shakespeare troupe performs on the lawn of the Church of the Holy Spirit.

SAM BRODSKY
ARTS EDITOR

A wrestling match, amusing
disguises and topsy-turvy love
triangles: This is the comical
setup for William Shakespeare’s
pastoral comedy As You Like It.
Last Saturday and Sunday, the
rollicking series of laughs and
deceptions roared over Kenyon’s campus. For a brief two
hours, the Harcourt Parish
Lawn was transformed into the
green forests of Arden.
The Crow’s Nest — one of
Kenyon’s two Shakespeare
troupes — put on two fantastic performances last weekend,
one on the lawn in front of the
Church of the Holy Spirit on
Saturday and one in the Harlene Marley Theater on Sunday
(due to rain). The production
marked the debut of the new
student-led Shakespearean production company. In the sunny
and breezy weather, the pastoral
elements of Shakespeare’s play
shone through. The Crow’s Nest
made good use of the Harcourt
Parish Lawn on Saturday by setting the lush outdoor setting as
their proscenium stage. A tree,
for example, was employed as
any other prop: characters hid
behind it, leaned on it for support and posted love notes on
branches. Actors changed cos-

tumes in a tent behind the audience, hidden by yet another
tree. Audience members sat on
the grass or on picnic blankets,
enveloped by the green world.
As You Like It centers around
the romance between Rosalind,
played by Skyler Lesser-Roy ’22,
and Orlando, played by an energetic Gabe Buyske-Friedburg
’20. Both exiled from the miserable court of France, they retreat to the lush and romantic
forests of Arden to find love.
However, as in any of Shakespeare’s comedies, love gets
twisted and tied between a wide
cast of characters. At the heart
of the play’s plot is a dizzying
tangle of capers and courtship.
Abby Kastenberg ’19, the
stage manager of the production, described how it was an
unusual experience to put on
the play outside. Because they
were so dependent on weather,
rehearsals were rarely in the
same location. “It was a little
bit different than normal,” she
said. “For a long time we were
not rehearsing in a consistent
space, and even when we did
have that consistent space, it
was typically not the space that
we would use for the final performances.”
Buyske-Friedburg, who had
never acted in a Shakespeare
play before, thought the experi-

In the foreground, Alexia Tiches ’22 and Charlie Gnagy ’20 perform a funny scene. | ANNA HAMPTON

ence of performing outside was
magical. “I really loved being
outside,” he said. “It just made
me feel like I was in that forest
in Arden.”
Likewise, Lesser-Roy also
thought the experience of performing outside was special
— but it did present some obstacles. Because of rain on Sunday, the production team had to
move their whole cast and crew

to the Black Box Theater (the
Horn Gallery, the rain location,
was unexpectedly being used)
— and the team had never rehearsed in there before. Within
a matter of hours, the directors
and cast had to figure out new
blocking, props and transitions.
“We had to spontaneously
adapt to the new setting,” said
Lesser-Roy. “It was a sort of improvisation [in the Black Box],

and that was a big hurdle that
we all had to jump through.”
Ultimately, however, the first
production from the Crow’s
Nest was a triumphant success.
One hundred and thirty people
came to the first show—nearly double the amount that had
RSVP’d, according to Kastenberg. Clearly, it won’t be long
until we escape again to the
lush greenery of Arden.

Preview: In “Gotta Get Down to It,” the message rings loud
MAE HUNT
ARTS EDITOR

In case anyone missed the camera
crew and general excitement that descended onto campus earlier in the
year, the Department of Dance, Drama and Film is releasing its first ever
feature-length film. “Gotta Get Down
to It,” written and directed by Thomas
S. Turgeon Professor of Drama Jonathan Tazewell ’84, will premiere in
the Hill Theater tonight at 8 p.m. Subsequent screenings are slated for the
same time on Friday and Saturday.
“Gotta Get Down to It” was filmed
on Kenyon’s campus and made in collaboration with Kenyon students, faculty, staff and alumni.
Claire Fort ’07 stars as Val, an African-American professor at (surprise) a
small liberal arts college, who is faced
with a choice between her values and
her career when her college invites a
controversial speaker.
Unlike “Liberal Arts” (2012), which
was also filmed at Kenyon, “Gotta Get
Down to It” makes no effort to idealize the world of academia and the
lives of college students. It deals not
in nostalgia, but in today’s headlines
and hot takes, touching on themes of
transgender rights, discrimination
and deportation as characters engage
in debates about free speech and political correctness.
As one might expect, the film’s

From left to right: Sarah Dailey ’20, Chloe (Teddy) Hannah-Drullard ’21, Rita Carmona
’19, in character in a “Gotta Get Down to It” still. | COURTESY OF PHILIP GARRETT

tone is on the heavier side. Though
not entirely humorless, the bread and
butter of “Gotta Get Down to It” are
its scenes of high tensions and higher
emotions. Roadblocks or devastating
news often interrupt would-be lighthearted moments. The weight of the
central conf lict seems to swallow the
characters, so that at times they come
across as one-dimensional.
Still, the seriousness of the script
allows the talents of the cast to shine.
Fort is impressive as Val, acing the

“cool professor” character. Fort embodies Val’s internal struggle with
convincing nuance, and her expert delivery of numerous emotional monologues deserves its own acknowledgment.
Also noteworthy is Chloe (Teddy)
Hannah-Drullard ’20, whose talent
for line delivery was a positive contribution to the film as a whole. The relationship between Hannah-Drullard’s
character, Trey, and Rita Carmona’s
’19 character, Marisa, provided the

film with its most tender moments,
and the two characters’ interactions
with their friend group anchored the
plot in reality.
In terms of pacing, “Gotta Get
Down to It” gets off to a slow start.
Around the opening of the second
act, however, the scenes begin to f low
more naturally and the stakes feel
higher, the events more gripping. The
editing works well, especially considering the majority of it was done by
students.
Tazewell crafts a convincing universe; although it may resemble the
real one, the drama is so intense that
it is easy to ignore the familiarity of
the setting.
In “Gotta Get Down to It,” the
bleakness of the shooting location —
Kenyon in February — comes through
on screen, but does not detract from
the film. Rather, the snow and gray
skies complement the film’s dry, realistic tone. There are no attempts to
sugarcoat a situation born out of frustration and fear, one that could easily
become a reality at many colleges in
America.
Within the grim elements of “Gotta
Get Down to It” lies a fighting determination — a call to action that would
resonate with any audience, not just
members of a college community. The
film hesitates in letting its characters
be happy, but it encourages them to
remain hopeful.
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All majors
deserve same
opportunities

It goes without saying that a studio
arts major should not have to complete the same type of senior capstone
as an economics major or even an art
history major. It should also go without saying that the senior capstone for
each major should be equal in breadth
and depth. We fear that this is not
the case.
This year’s senior English and sociology majors were the first in their
departments to complete their capstone projects without also having to
sit for a comprehensive exam. In April
2018, the Collegian reported on these
changes, citing student and faculty
hopes that removing the exam would
lead to a more “meaningful culmination” of the majors’ college careers.
When it was announced that English honors students would forgo the
exam, many majors expressed a new
willingness and excitement to take on
an honors paper. Overall, these departmental changes did not necessarily make things easier for English and
sociology students, but it gave them
the time and energy to focus their efforts in a more meaningful way.
But while an English major might
now be able to focus all of their energy
into a 25-page thesis of their choosing,
a drama major — for example — still
faces the production of a full-length
play, an oral defense of their work and
a three-part written examination that
takes place over the course of two days
in the spring.
This discrepancy leads us to question whether or not every major is given the same opportunity to reach for a
“meaningful culmination” of the hard
work they have put in over their four
years at Kenyon. We urge each department to reconsider their capstones,
as the English and sociology departments have done, in order to help majors reach their highest potential.
The staff editorial is written weekly by editors-in-chief Cameron Messinides ’19 and
Devon Musgrave-Johnson ’19, managing editor
Grant Miner ’19 and executive director Matt
Mandel ’19. You can contact them at messinidesc@kenyon.edu, musgravejohnsond @kenyon.edu, minerg@kenyon.edu and mandelm@
kenyon.edu, respectively.
The opinions page is a space for members
of the community to discuss issues relevant
to the campus and the world at large. The
opinions expressed on this page belong
only to the writers. Columns and letters
to the editors do not reflect the opinions
of the Collegian staff. All members of the
community are welcome to express opinions
through a letter to the editor.
The Kenyon Collegian reserves the right
to edit all letters submitted for length
and clarity. The Collegian cannot accept
anonymous or pseudonymous letters.
Letters must be signed by individuals, not
organizations, and must be 200 words or
fewer. Letters must also be received no later
than the Tuesday prior to publication. The
Kenyon Collegian prints as many letters as
possible each week subject to space, interest
and appropriateness. Members of the
editorial board reserve the right to reject
any submission. The views expressed in the
paper do not necessarily reflect the views of
Kenyon College.

AMELIA MOTT

In every success story, even failure has a role
MAEVE WOOLLEN
CONTRIBUTOR

My name is Maeve Woollen and I
am mulliganing a class in my freshman year. That means I will soon
drop out from the class — and let me
tell you, I am sick of the sad looks. I
took a class in a department where
I thought I could major, tried everything I could, realized my brain was
not wired to succeed there and decided to drop the class.
I sat in my professor’s office while
he explained to me that I was looking
at a D in the class as he handed me the
most difficult test of the year, a test
that I was taking late due to stress-related illness. Staring at the page that
asked me what enzyme bonded with
acetylcholine to form AChE, I got
angry. I had studied for the test for
weeks. I knew every definition and
every slide of every presentation, and
yet when I sat down with my professor two feet away and a clock ticking,
knowing I couldn’t pull my grade up,
my anxiety kicked into overdrive and
I couldn’t remember the answer.
I thought about how I’d tell my
friend how I had f lunked a test
and probably had to drop the class.
I thought about how he’d tell me I
probably did better than I thought I
did, as he had seen me studying the
material for days and days. “No,”

I thought about myself saying, “I
didn’t. I failed it.” I didn’t know the
answers, my brain was wiped clean
and I failed it. I don’t want anyone
convincing me of anything else, I just
want to be okay with the fact that I
put in everything and I failed.
At the very end of high school, I
received a letter that I wrote to myself at the beginning of freshman
year. My freshman-year self asked a
lot of questions, but in the end, she
just wanted to know if I was proud
of myself. Instead of thinking of all
that I had accomplished in that time,
I thought about the three C’s on my
report card, about the guy I had loved
and lost the year before and about the
friends that had come and gone in
the four years since writing that letter. And I felt an overwhelming sense
of pride. I survived, I thought to myself, clutching the letter, look at me
surviving.
I went to a high school that promoted competition; students compared every test score and PSAT result. As someone who was drawn to
that school because of its Quaker values, I was shocked when one of my
teachers wrote up the scores of everyone’s test on the board because “a little competition never hurt anyone.” I
was deterred from taking two math
classes my sophomore year because
my advisor said, “You’re giving up an

easy A for two Bs.” I held onto that
for a while, convincing myself anything below a 90 was a failure. I was
getting B’s and C’s, so I decided that I
was a failure. It wasn’t until the very
end of my senior year that someone
would tell me that a B is an above average grade.
They say that “failure is the key to
success,” so why don’t we talk about
failure more? Why don’t we start
celebrating passing, barely scraping by, and facing all the challenges
that come with that? Why do we have
to succeed 110 percent of the time
before we can brag to our friends?
I’m tired of only f launting my successes, of only sharing my A’s and
“good jobs!” They don’t tell a full,
true story.
Of course there are many accomplishments I’ve made and strides I’ve
hit in my lifetime, but I don’t believe they belong in this story. They
would just be a cop-out of me trying
to cover up the fact that I am imperfect. But I don’t want to cover it up. I
want to wave around my test with a
fat F circled in red ink. “I AM SURVIVING” I will shout, clutching my
failure in my hands, “LOOK AT ME
SURVIVING.”
Maeve Woollen ’22 is an undeclared
major from Brooklyn, N.Y. You can
contact her at woollen1@kenyon.edu.
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Moxie may be ‘banned’ from O’Connor, but only out of love
KRISTA DALTON
CONTRIBUTOR

On a rather ordinary Thursday
morning I settled into my office in
O’Connor House — throwing my
jacket in the corner, pushing aside
towering book stacks and reaching
for my bujo (bullet journal) — when
I heard a shrieking yowl down the
hall. I rose to investigate and followed the sounds to the locked door
of another office. I leaned close and
heard the rumbling refrain of a
creature languishing near the door.
“Could that be Moxie?” I
wondered.
Quickly, I dashed for the building’s secret master key and let myself into the office, bracing for what
I would find. Out dashed Moxie.
The professor of said office must
have locked the door without realizing he had crept inside. I dutifully
guided Moxie out of O’Connor and
watched him scamper off.
On April 11, the Collegian published a feature on Moxie, the “Be-

loved College Cat,” which included
a short video segment interviewing Moxie’s owner, Pastor Susan
Stevens. The interview takes place
on none other than the porch of
O’Connor House. At one point
Stevens sees the now-iconic sign
posted near all O’Connor doors,
which reads, “PLEASE! If you see
this black cat, DO NOT let it in the
building.”
“That is hilarious,” Stevens jovially remarks, leaning in for a closer
inspection of Moxie’s mugshot.
While Stevens took the Moxie
ban in jest, others have reacted with
accusations: “I hear you’re coming for Moxie” and “Why do you
hate Moxie?” Today, I am confessing to the Kenyon community that
it is I, along with the design skills
of our administrative assistant Andrea Lechleitner, who instigated
the O’Connor Moxie Ban (hashtag
pending). But we did so not out of
malice for Moxie but because that
very morning Moxie had spent the
night locked in an office. What if

CROSSWORD
Across
1. Breezes
6. Stove belly
10. Attempt
14. Civil War victor
15. Temporal Pink
Floyd bop
16. To ache,
arboreally
17. Friday’s
namesake
18. To market
aggressively
19. Nation of Muscat
20. Popular Christmas tree
21. 2, in 2 + 3i
23. Brawls
24. Earth Day 2019
28. Flu feeling
29. Palestine,
previously
30. Era
32. Starve, like an
artist
34. Phyla and
genera
35. Carpet
36. To parrot, like a
primate
39. Cash point
41. “Win,” with a
spin
42. To categorize
43. Pork and vegetables, on some
baked dough
44. Stack of Collegian, for example
46. Pigeon’s cry
48. Crass canine

it had been the weekend? What if
the unsuspecting professor had returned days or weeks later to discover Moxie’s emaciated body?
I am struck by the negative interpretations of the Moxie ban. As
Kenyon’s Jewish studies professor,
I hear in the negative perception of
Moxie’s ban a similar logic to that of
ancient Christians and biblical law.
The apostle Paul in Romans 4:13-17
argued that biblical law was an instrument of wrath, which faith in
Christ replaced for the better. This
negative perception of biblical law
carries throughout the New Testament and into the writings of early
Christians, defining what makes
Christians different from ancient
Jews: Jewish law brings wrath, while
the spirit of God through Christ
brings life.
Rabbinic Judaism had a different response to law. The rabbis
took the 613 commandments listed
in the Torah (the first 5 books of
the Bible) and expanded them into
volumes and volumes of legal in-

terpretation. Rather than reject the
Law, they leaned into the Law and
constructed “fences” of protection.
The classic example of this protection is the rabbinic ban on mixing
meat and dairy. In the Bible, the
prohibition against “boiling a calf
in its mother’s milk” appears three
times (Exodus 23:19, 34:26, Deut
14:21). The rabbis raised a number of
questions: why does this ban appear
three times in the Law? What exactly is prohibited? As a solution to the
vague biblical language, the rabbis
simplified the prohibition and ruled
that one should not cook or eat meat
and milk together. This prohibition
is still practiced today by Jews who
observe kashrut (kosher laws).
On the surface, the rabbinic ruling seems restrictive. One might
say, “The rabbis are coming for your
cheeseburgers!” But at the root of
their ruling is the notion that the
Law was a gift from God. By making a fence around the biblical law,
the rabbis hoped to make it easier
for people to observe God’s Law.

The Law for them was not at all
wrathful, but rather a source of life
and inspiration.
Returning to our own law regarding Kenyon’s favorite cat, the
wrath of the O’Connor Moxie Ban
has sent ripples of humor and dismay through the Kenyon community. Yet the ban was never intended
as a ban of wrath, but rather at a law
for the protection of Moxie’s life.
Yes, the ban is restrictive on the Kenyon community — no more Moxie
snuggles in the Women and Gender
Studies lounge and students must
watch their feet while they enter the
building lest he dash in — but the
Law provides the assurance of life
for Moxie. We would do well to remember a rabbinic maxim before
assuming wrath within the law: “On
three things the world stands: on the
Law, on service, and on acts of loving kindness" (Mishnah Avot 1:2).
Krista Dalton is an assistant professor of religious studies. You can
contact her at dalton1@kenyon.edu.

Cameron Austin
Opinions Editor

49. Navy defeated
by Elizabeth
51. To bathe
55. Preservational
practices
58. Newspaper’s
printing
59. Cold War combattant, abbrev.
60. _ _ _ v. Wade
61. Cubes of chance
62. The Beehive
State
64. Ca -2 , for example
66. “Jinkies!”
67. To vex
68. Pacific
monarchy
69. Green-gabled
girl
70. Plesiosaur pond,
according to some
71. Fringes

11. Rocky Horror
boogie
12. Comparable entity, alternatively
13. Actors Affleck
and Stiller
22. And so on and
so forth
23. Houston footdribbler
25. Likeable pres.
26. Indian bread
27. Metropolitan
movers
31. Scrambled sustenance
33. Spongebob’s
martial art
36. First three letters
37. +
38. Roman predecessor
40. Mommy, in
Madrid
Down
45. Instruction
1. Hearty “hee-haw” books
2. Like a green ba- 47. Feathery wizard
nana
companion
3. Conservationist
50. Sprints
club of California
52. Voicing
4. Chihuahua or
53. Larry, Curly or
Shih Tzu
Moe
5. To growl
54. Lion King’s
6. Capital near
minions
Gatineau
56. Leather variety
7. Aggressive
57. A N G E R Y
8. Australian ostrich 62. Prehistoric pot
9. “Nothing but
63. Bind
_ _ _”
65. To say yes, with10. Teapot part
out saying yes

Congrats to Jessie Griffith ’19, Brennan Steele ’19 and Conner
McEldowney ’19 for submitting a correct solution to last week’s puzzle!
Did you finish this crossword? Email a photo of your finished crossword
to crossword@kenyoncollegian.com for the chance to get a shoutout!
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Ladies complete perfect NCAC season, Lords extend streak
Megan Collins ’20, left, hits a backhand in Kenyon’s win. Austin Diehl ’20, right, gets ready to play the ball back across net. | COURTESY OF KENYON COLLEGE ATHLETICS

Women’s
JACKSON WALD
STAFF WRITER

The Kenyon women’s tennis
team started and completed their
North Coast Athletic Conference (NCAC) schedule over the
last week without losing a single
match. The Ladies posted three
straight 9-0 victories over Oberlin College, Allegheny College
and the College of Wooster. They
finished with a perfect record in
the NCAC regular season for the
fourth year in a row and 21st time
overall. For the first time in the
history of the three-time National Collegiate Athletic Association
(NCAA) champions, the Ladies
went through NCAC play without
conceding a single match.
Fresh off their third loss of the
season against the No. 9-ranked

University of Chicago, the Ladies
came out firing. In the Ladies’
first match against Oberlin, No. 2
doubles Erika Oku ’21 and Anna
Winslow ’22 secured a 8-2 victory. The other two doubles matches were more contested, with the
No. 1 team of Daria Beshentseva
’22 and Ilana Blackwood ’21 winning 8-4, and No. 3 doubles Megan Collins ’20 and Kayla Pukys
’21 completing the sweep with a
8-5 victory. The Ladies went on to
sweep the Yeowomen in singles as
well.
The following day, in the next
match against the Allegheny Gators, the Ladies debuted a modified lineup: Oku, the team’s No. 1
singles player, was left out of the
singles lineup. However, the Ladies went on to win every match,
losing just seven total games in
the singles matches and just one

in their doubles matches.
On Wednesday, The College of
Wooster traveled to Gambier and
fell to the purple and black, 9-0.
The largest threat to the Ladies
perfect NCAC season came when
Oku dropped the first set to Qingyue Li 6-1. Oku became only the
second Lady to drop a set in conference play, and the first to trail
one set to none. As her teammate
dispatched their opponents in
straight sets, Oku stormed back
with a 6-0 second set to set up a
10-point tiebreak. Winning 10-3,
Oku sealed the 9-0 victory and
the perfect season.
The Ladies are now ranked No.
12 in the nation with a 15-3 record. They will now look forward
to the NCAC Championships
beginning on April 26 in Indianapolis, where they will be seeded
No. 1 overall.

Men’s
JORDY FEE-PLATT
STAFF WRITER

The Kenyon men’s tennis team
continued their remarkable season
this past weekend, completing their
perfect 3-0 North Coast Athletic
Conference (NCAC) season and improving to 14-3 overall with wins over
Oberlin College and Allegheny College. The team is currently ranked No.
11 in the nation and have extended
their winning streak to five matches.
Saturday against Oberlin, the
Lords did not drop a single set, winning 9-0 over an outmatched Yeoman
squad. Pascal Lee ’22 and Anatol Doroskevic ’19 opened doubles with the
closest match of the afternoon, an 8-4
victory. In singles, the underclassman
talent of Lee and Jack Wagner ’22 won
in straight sets and dropped just three
total games.

The following day, Kenyon made
the trip to Meadville, Penn., to face
the Allegheny Gators. With an 8-1
win, they clinched the No. 1 seed
in the upcoming NCAC Tournament and won their 79th consecutive
NCAC regular season match, a streak
that dates back to April 18, 2000.
Once again, the singles participants
won every set, with No. 20-ranked
Jacob Zalenski ’20 winning 6-2, 6-2.
He is now 13-1 this spring. Zalenski
also partnered with Austin Diehl ’20
in their 8-2 doubles triumph. Kenyon
will now prepare for a key matchup
this weekend against Carnegie Mellon University, their final regular
season match. Coach Scott Thielke
is looking forward to seeing how his
Lords respond. “The Carnegie team
has beaten us 5-4 the past two years,”
he said. “I believe we are ranked No.
11 right now and they are No. 15 nationally, so it will be a great match.”

Golf finishes sixth in their
first tournament since March
CHRIS ERDMANN
STAFF WRITER

The Kenyon men’s golf team traveled to Wooster, Ohio, last weekend
for the Nye Intercollegiate, their
third tournament of this spring. The
Lords were looking to bounce back
after finishing 17th place at the Jekyll
Island Collegiate Invitational back in
March.
The Lords had a strong opening on
Saturday: Andrew Kotler ’21 shot the
Lords’ lowest score of the first round
with a 73 (+1), and Ethan Manalo ’22
finished his round with a 74, helping
the team finish the first day in third
place with a combined stroke count
of 303 (+15).
Inclement weather on Sunday
forced the second day to feature only
nine holes. Lawrence Courtney ’21
shot a team-low 39 while Robert Williams ’19, Eric Lifson ’21 and Kotler
each shot 40 on Sunday. The Lords
finished in sixth place with a combined score of 462 (+30).
“[It was] definitely a tough weekend for us,” Lifson said. “It was a
combination of rust and tough conditions that got the better of us … We
know what we have to work on this
coming weekend in order to be ready
for our next tournament.”
Kotler finished the tournament
tied for seventh with the team-low
27-hole score of 113 (+5). Rival Denison University came out victorious

Emily Pater ’22 throws the pitch in Kenyon’s game against Wittenberg University.
She accumulated five-and-two-thirds innings. | SEJIN KIM/KENYON SID/NCAA

Kenyon softball goes 2-2 in
their doubleheaders last week
FRANCIS BYRNE
STAFF WRITER

Andrew Kotler ’21 follows through after
his chip shot on to the green. | COURTESY OF KENYON COLLEGE ATHLETICS

with a final score of 437 (+5), which
was 16 strokes better than secondplace Thomas More University.
Kenyon will travel to Delaware,
Ohio for the Strimer Memorial Invitational on April 27 and 28 for their
final regular-season tournament.
They hope to carry their momentum
from Wooster into the Invitational
and the North Coast Athletic Conference (NCAC) championships on
May 3.

The Ladies softball team had two doubleheaders this past week against Wittenberg University and Denison University. They went 2-2
after taking both games from Wittenberg, then
dropping both games to Denison.
After Wittenberg pitching blanked the Ladies for first three innings, the Ladies found
their swings in the fourth, tagging the Tigers
for six runs. Nicole Bishay ’22 started things off
with an RBI single, which scored Grace Finn ’21.
Later in the inning, Sara Campagna ’22 broke
the score open with a bases-clearing double,
notching three more runs for the Ladies. From
there, Austen Whibley ’19 pitched well and
sealed the 7-5 victory for the Ladies.
In the second game of the doubleheader
against Wittenberg, Kenyon’s bats came to
life. In the first inning, Campagna once again
produced an RBI double while Grace Pilz ’19
added another run after her sacrifice fly. After

an offensive surge by the Tigers, Tori Rogers ’22
shut down the Tigers’ bats, pushing Kenyon to
the 8-4 victory. Rogers threw five-and-a-third
scoreless innings, and she earned first career
win in the process.
With the first two victories propelling the
Ladies to No. 3 in the North Coast Athletic
Conference (NCAC), they faced Denison in
a doubleheader on Wednesday. The momentum from their four-game win streak could not
transfer over however, as the Ladies dropped
both games by six runs each, 7-1 and 8-2. The
two losses allowed the Big Red to leapfrog the
Ladies for the No. 3 spot, but at 4-4 in the NCAC
the Ladies are still holding on to one of the pivotal NCAC-tournament qualifying top four
spots.
Next week the Ladies will have two mustwin doubleheaders at last-place Oberlin College
and seventh-place Allegheny College. Sweeps
over these two schools would put them in the
driver’s seat to clinch a spot in the NCAC tournament for the first time since 2013.
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Lacrosse teams both make pushes for NCAC tournament
Ian McInturf ’21, left, shoulders away his opponent while trying to get a ground ball. | COURTESY OF KENYON COLLEGE ATHLETICS AND SEJIN KIM/KENYON SID/NCAA

Women’s
DAVID COSIMANO
STAFF WRITER

This past week, the Kenyon womens’ lacrosse team extended their
school-record winning streak to a total of 11 games after they beat Wittenberg University 21-17 on Saturday and
Oberlin College 16-15 on Tuesday.
The Ladies improved to 12-2 overall
and 5-0 in the North Coast Athletic
Conference (NCAC) for just the second time in Kenyon history.
The Ladies earned their 10th
straight win in their game against
the Wittenberg Tigers. Cassie Hudson-Heck ’19 scored seven goals in
the game to give her a total of 59 on
the season and 180 in her career.
Avery Morgan ’20 also added five
goals, while Maya Fair ’22, Maggie
Grabowski ’20 and Jayne Gelman ’22
each had a two-point game.

Against Oberlin, Kenyon led 5-2
after the first six minutes, but Oberlin came back quickly to tie the game
at 5-5 within a two-minute span. The
Ladies got back in front to 9-5 as Morgan and Fair each scored twice.
The second half was back and
forth, but the Ladies fought to stay
ahead. With 1:17 remaining, the
score was 16-15 in Kenyon’s favor.
The Ladies turned the ball over, but
a poor pass from Oberlin went out of
bounds. Kenyon earned the ball back
and sprinted down the field to run out
the clock.
The Ladies had 26 turnovers in
the game against Oberlin, the most
since their game against Sewanee:
The University of the South on March
8, where they had 36. Morgan scored
a game-high six goals followed by
Fair, who contributed another five.
Grabowski only scored once, but she
gathered four ground balls alongside
11 draw controls, passing former Ken-

yon great Jane Symmes ’16 with a total
of 282 draw controls.
“This game really put us to the test
in terms of conference play, but we
were able to come together and push
through to earn the win,” Carina
Barnes ’19 said.
The Ladies will head to Indiana
this Saturday to play DePauw University at 12 p.m. in another NCAC
game.

Men’s

CHRIS ERDMANN
STAFF WRITER

Entering the week with a North
Coast Athletic Conference (NCAC)
record of 2-2 and sitting in fifth
place, the Lords won two critical
conference games this week. First,
a 15-9 victory against DePauw University on Saturday for Senior Day,
and then a 15-8 win at Oberlin College on Wednesday. With only the
top four teams making the NCAC

tournament and both DePauw and
Oberlin treading at the bottom
of the standings, these two games
were must-wins to boost the Lords’
conference record.
DePauw scored just one minute
into the first quarter, but the Lords
responded quickly with goals from
Emilio Sosa ’19 and Sam Humphrey ’20. DePauw tied the game at
2-2, but the Lords would tear open
a 7-4 run to go into halftime with a
9-6 lead before winning the game
15-9.
Nick Vitale ’19 lead the team in
assists with five on the day, which
bumped his season total to 43,
breaking the single season assists
record (42) that was previously set
in 1973 by Dave Cronin ’73.
“Saturday’s game was a great
showing both in terms of the team
and support from the fans,” Mike
Harris ’19 said. “In addition, it was
a great way to send the seniors off

Baseball splits six critical conference games

on a good note.”
Against the Yeomen, the Lords
opened with three straight goals
before Oberlin responded with
four unanswered of their own, taking a 4-3 lead. The Lords scored
ten unanswered, five in the first
half, to take a commanding 13-4
lead. From there the Lords never
looked back, winning 15-8. The
victory moved the Lords to 4-2 in
the NCAC, helping them leapfrog
Wooster for the No. 3 seed in the
conference after their 22-9 loss to
Denison University.
The Lords finish off the regular season with two more NCAC
games, at Wabash College on
April 20 and against the College
of Wooster April 23 in Gambier. If
the Lords can claim victory in both
games they will guarantee themselves a spot in the NCAC tournament for the second year in a row
and the sixth time in seven years.

WEEKLY SCORES
Women’s Lacrosse

JACKSON WALD
STAFF WRITER

4/13

Kenyon added three wins and three losses
to their record, including a sweep of Hiram
College, a split series with DePauw University
and two losses to Denison University.
This week=long stretch moves the Lords
to 18-11 overall and 5-5 in the North Coast
Athletic Conference (NCAC). Matt Contreras ’19 came in the clutch this week, with two
of the Lords’ three wins coming from his extra-inning walk-off home runs.
The Lords came out flat in their first game
against the Hiram Terriers, falling in a 4-0
hole after three innings, but Kenyon’s Patrick
O’Leary’s ’20 seventh home run of the season
finally got the Lords on the board in the bottom of the fourth.
It was not until the sixth inning that Kenyon scored again with a single from Eric
DelRosso ’20, which brought Contreras
home. The Lords headed into the ninth inning trailing Hiram 5-2.
In the ninth, the Lord’s offense erupted:
Andrew Rabinowitz ’22 and Will Sturgeon
’22 got on base and scored on a Ryan Page
’21 double. With two outs and a runner on
second, Alex Gow ’21 hit a single that scored
Page and forced extra innings, which concluded in the Contreras game-winner.
Kenyon carried their momentum into
the second game and overpowered the Terriers with five home runs. In the fourth inning
alone, Kenyon had four runs and led 14-4. In
the fifth, Gow recorded Kenyon’s fifth home
run of the day and secured their second win
in a 17-7 conclusion.
In Kenyon’s second series against DePauw University’s Tigers, Conteras and Gow
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KENYON
WITTENBERG

21
17

OBERLIN
KENYON

15
16

DEPAUW
KENYON
KENYON
OBERLIN

9
15

Men’s Lacrosse

4/13
4/17

4/11
Andrew Rabinowitz ’22 frames the pitch against DePauw University. The Lords split
the doubleheader with DePauw. | COURTESY OF KENYON COLLEGE ATHLETICS
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again played very well. In the first game,
Gow pitched phenomenally, allowing only
three hits in six innings with five strikeouts.
However, the game was a pitcher’s duel as Depauw’s Grant Rademacher pitched eight innings and struck out 13, assuring DePauw’s
uninspiring 2-0 win over the Lords.
As with their first game against Hiram,
the Lords stumbled out of the gates in their
second game against the Tigers. DePauw’s offense was locked in, and the Tigers led 6-0 in
the top of the fourth. In the bottom of the inning, O’Leary brought the Lords back with a
three-run home run, his eighth of the season.
By the end of the sixth inning, Kenyon trailed
7-4 but quickly tied the game up. Rabinowitz
and Page both had massive at-bats, bringing
Brent Henderson ’22, Zach Frizzera ’22 and
Sturgeon home to tie the game 7-7.
Kenyon relief pitcher Nathan Chandler
’20 took the mound in the seventh inning
and allowed just two hits in the next six innings. With one out in the bottom of the 12th,

4/15

O’Leary was hit by a pitch. Contreras then
stepped in and ended the game with his fifth
home run of the season.
In their doubleheader at No. 8-ranked
Denison, Kenyon took early leads twice but
fell in late-inning turnarounds. In the first
game, Kenyon held an assertive position until
the seventh inning, when the Denison’s Brian McAuliffe hit a back-breaking three-run
home run. Denison held position from then
on, with great work from relief pitchers John
Troll and Mikey Rivera, to win 7-4.
Game two provided more back-and-forth
excitement as DelRosso and Page secured
a two-run lead in the top of the fifth with a
9-7 advantage. Denison, however, quickly
bounced back and scored four in the bottom
of the fifth, and ultimately went on to win the
game, 12-9.
Kenyon looks to turn around their divisional play in their two-game series against
Wittenberg University this weekend in
Springfield, Ohio, at 12 p.m. and 3 p.m.
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Baseball
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Softball
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Men’s Tennis
OBERLIN
11 KENYON
11 KENYON
ALLEGHENY

Women’s Tennis
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OBERLIN
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